816 THE   SOUL   OF   AN   IMMIGRANT
1917, and had thereby saved Italy from further invasion  and  ravage.    As It  was   only  about  two         ' months since the terrible defeat of "Oaporetto" had
taken place, the lines of the Italian forces were just f beginning to take definite .shape- Under the newly ) appointed Commander in Chief, General Diaz, a gen- j
eral work of reconstruction wan going on. As the f Third Army had suffered most .severely in the recent *
retreat, we decided to begin our work with it and to i do what we could to help the authorities build up the 'f "morale" of the men. We therefore located our first 'j
headquarters near the command of the Third Army y at Mogliano*                                                                  j
It was my privilege, in an entirely unforeseen way, to raise the first Stars and Stripes which, to my         j
knowledge, ever flew near the linen of the Italian J, army* We had been at the front about a week, when         }
we realised the need of having our national colors         j
flying above our headquarters*    The only persons        "T representing the United States who had up to this time made their way to the Italian front were a small          I
group of ambulance driven*, who had taken the \ famous Poets* Ambulances to the relief of the Italian          *
forces.   We inquired of them about a flag, but they         A did not have one themselves, so could not supply us with one. We made inquiries at several places* we         \
sent to Venice, to Padua, to Milan, but from every-         -I
where came the answer that no Stars and Stripes          1
were to be found.   It would take three or four weeks,          T casne near loning nay
